Bryson fund
control shifts
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CELINA — Mayor Jeff Ha
zel
};’::lsn c(-l?neorns now that the Bryiofxa':“li-t:ls?
s management
ﬂ-ot‘;,: by gement has shifted away
hile updating the newspa|
e
]la)[ang to develop the new é)ry‘:o;all”:;ll:
istrict along Lakeshore Drive, Hazel
:poke on how management of the fund
F1‘-.a.m:t‘c-.'rred about a year ago away from
First Financial Bank's Celina branch to
its Cl'i?}::innati offices,
“I think you've heard council ¢
! X
:,helr concern about not having s%!:l:s-
Body local in the community” on the
B I‘x::s(/lson Trust Fund board, Hazel said'
Bryson left the money here, noé
somewhere else. Obviously banking
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regulations have changed
over the last 60 years.”

Local attorney Molli
Schleucher, who in the past
has worked with Celina First
Financial Bank officers rep-
resenting the Bryson Trust.
told the newspaper to direct
all questions about the trust
to First Financial's corpo-
rate media email account.

The newspaper sent an
email to the account asking
numerous guestions, includ-
jng why and when the trust
management shifted away
from Celina, who the new

trustees are. if the trustees
have counections io Celina
and how bank officials would
respond to local city leaders’
CONCerns.

Instead of answering each
question, a media represen-
tative offered a single official
statement.

“As a community bank,
First Financial is dedi-
cated to helping grow and
enhance the communities in
which we serve,” the email
reads. “Over the past several
decades, the Bryson Trust
has financed several proj-
cets which have had a signifi-
cant, positive impact within
the Celina community. First
Financial Bank is proud to

continue our long-standing
ership with the Cily
lina through oversee-
ing the management and
administration of the Bryson

Haze! stressed thal as in
ast, city officials had the
quest trust fund-

body in the city,
ernment, nobody
hoard,” he said.
“Nobody has that decision-
making ability. All we can do

rust fund officers
review city lead
with Mercer Coun-
e Court Judge Mary
having final say.

Prominent city attorney Ed
Bryson, upon his death on
Jan. 11, 1950, left part of his
estate to what was then the
Commerecial Bank of Celina
“for the use and benefit of
the public playgrounds in
Mercelina Park, Celina, Ohio,
or to assist in the construc-
tion of a public swinnuing
pool by said city”" Through
eourt approval, the intent of
Bryson's charity was expand-
ed to include all city recre-
ational facilities.

The fund has for decades
financed millions of dol-
lars in projects such as the
Bryson Pool, shelter houses,
park restrooms and other
recreational improvements.



